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ABSTRACT

The research need is determined by active educational partnership
between People's Republic of China and other countries, and Ukraine too.
The collaboration promotes the comparative pedagogical researches of
educational process of both countries.

The content of the Recommendations of the European Council, the
recommendations of the British Council on language education demand
new requirements for the language quality teaching and learning, the
development of new forms, methods and tools in the world. In this regard, it
is important to study the principles of teaching English in China and
Ukraine.

The purpose is to outline the basics of teaching English at school in China
and Ukraine.

Methodology. The analytical method is used to investigate English
teaching process; the comparative method is used to analyze the
experience of teaching English in two countries.

Results. Teaching English in China as the new reality shows that the
National Curriculum has made English a compulsory subject for Chinese
schools. The teaching method in China differs greatly from the
international, Western one. It is based on information memorization, as well
as it is focused on the study of the Chinese language, culture, and history.

Only in international or private schools in China, teaching is conducted
according to international standards. To learn English, the British or
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American model of learning is used, based on communication and
discussing learning material and new information, and not on copying or
memorizing it. According to the new Curriculum, for young learners, English
is taught as a subject two or three hours a week in 1-3 grades, three or four
hours a week in 4-6 grades. International English curricula focus on
communication and skills, but the Ministry of Education of the People's
Republic of China has decided to expand its goals to national ones and
adapt the international English curriculum for Chinese young learners.

Experience of teaching English in Ukraine shows that English is studied
from the Ist grade, from the age of 6, according to the “New Ukrainian
School” curriculum. The British Council in Ukraine took care of teaching
English to young learners greatly. It trains a lot of English teachers in
Ukraine. Teaching English to young learners has moved very much in
providing the communicative approach. At English lessons children learn
English by communication using pictures, songs, poems, fairy tales, short
plays, games and holidays.

Conclusion. China becomes the world leader in the number of English
learners as it is necessary for schools, Universities, and future careers. Now
about 400 million Chinese learn English, there are more English learners in
China than English speakers. The English teaching method is mostly old
school, and traditional, but the situation is changing. Most Chinese consider
that English is a necessary means of bringing China closer to the whole
world. Ukrainian teachers and learners are more trained for the new
requirements to teach and learn English due to the British Council's help in
Ukraine. The communicative approach is basically used for teaching
English. Ukrainian teachers and learners have got a definite positive
experience to teach and learn English successfully.
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INTRODUCTION

The research need is determined by
active educational partnership between
People's Republic of China and other
countries, and Ukraine too. The
collaboration promotes the comparative
pedagogical researches of educational
process of both countries.

The content of the Recommendations of
the European Council, the
recommendations of the British Council
on language education demand new
requirements for the language quality
teaching and learning, the development
of new forms, methods and tools in the
world. In this regard, it is important to

study the principles of teaching English in
China and Ukraine.

In general, English education in China has
always been valued. The education
system in China is divided into primary
school (six years), junior high school (three
years) and senior high school (three
years), which means that Chinese learners
generally have to go through 12 years of
study before passing the college entrance
examination to enter a university.

During twelve years of learning, English is
very important. Now, most primary
schools start to teach English from the
first year, and the last one is not higher
than the third grade, and even some
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preschool children learn English before
they enter primary school.

In junior and senior high schools, English
is one of the most important subjects.
Good command of the English language
is a crucial factor in college admission
decisions. In some universities in China
applicants are required to pass the
College English Proficiency Test (CET4) in
order to get a degree certificate, which
also makes it necessary for most students
to keep learning English during their
college years.

In  China's postgraduate entrance
examination, English has become the
most influential subject, and students'
English scores directly determine the final
result. Therefore, in China, the importance
of English is obvious. Students must learn
English all the time, it makes English
more and more popular in China.

In Ukraine teaching English has become
very popular for the last 20 years. English
is extremely important in Ukraine.

Firstly, the purpose of teaching English is
communication, as it must be, the
development of active skills and their
practical use, not an assessment for the
studied topic.

Secondly, a teacher's friendly attitude, not
the authoritarian work style.

Thirdly, games as a practice, a dynamic
change of learners’ attention, because
learning English should be interesting,
easy, and only in such a way it is effective
in Ukraine.

The purpose is to outline the basics of
teaching English at school in China and
Ukraine.

METHODOLOGY

The analytical method is wused to
investigate English teaching process; the
comparative method is used to analyze

the experience of teaching English in two
countries.

RESULTS

Teaching English in China as the New
Reality

So, let's analyze primary English
education. The National Curriculum in
China since 2001 has made English a
compulsory subject for Chinese
elementary schools (Kaduhr, & Fujisawa,
2009).

The National Curriculum was adopted a
bit in 201 (Gil, & Adamson, 2011). As a rule,
English is studied in schools from the 2nd
grade, from the age of 7, less often from
the 4th grade, from the age of 9 (Wang,
2007).

In junior and senior high schools, English
continues to be studied in China, it is
included in the National Curriculum as
the main subject.

Further to obtain a diploma of graduation
from a college or University, an English
language exam is required. All applicants
to graduate school must pass an English
language exam too. The level of English
proficiency also affects career
development in China, being one of the
necessary demands (Meredith, 2022). So,
let’'s analyze teaching in China schools in
general.

As it is known, primary school in China is
the first stage of compulsory education.
Children study from the age of six from 1
to 6 grades. About 60% of the time is
devoted to the main subjects as Chinese,
Mathematics, then they teach English,
Natural Science, Art, Music, Natural
History and Geography. Practical classes
begin from the 4th grade, learners work
in workshops or on farms.

Chinese schools, in comparison with the
Ukrainian ones, have more lessons,
classwork and homework activities. The
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teaching method in China differs greatly
from the international Western
(Ukrainian) one. It is based on information
memorization, as well as it is focused on
the study of the Chinese language,
culture, and history.

Only in international or private schools in
China, teaching is conducted according
to international standards (Pettit, 2016). To
learn English, the British or American
model of learning is used, based on
communication and discussing learning
material and new information, and not on
copying or memorizing it.

The peculiarity of Chinese lessons for
young learners at schools is their early
start, around 8 o'clock in the morning. In
the first half of the day, there are four or
five lessons, in the second there are three
or four. In addition, China's elementary
school has a physical training break, a
lunch break, and a break for sleep.

The schedule for young learners is strictly
structured. A certain time is agreed for
doing homework at school after lessons.

While doing homework at school,
teachers monitor  young learners
carefully.

Only after completing homework, young
learners can start reading fiction or other
activities that are not related to the basic
program, but they must remain in the
classroom until the end of free time.

In China, all schools, unlike in Ukraine,
have their own fenced area (campus) with

an open sports ground, an indoor
stadium for physical training, a gym and a
swimming pool, and equipped
classrooms for playing musical
instruments.

In addition, there are clubs on campus
aimed at the development of various
abilities for young learners: from drawing
to a drama club. Time for classes in

additional clubs is also taken into account
in the schedule for young learners.

Thus, young learners from the 1Ist grade
develop the discipline routine, it is also
added by wearing the same uniform for
everyone. And it is forbidden to use
gadgets during classes and do homework
at school. Even during the 15-minute
break between lessons, it is forbidden to
take out all smartphones or tablets, it is
strongly recommended to leave them in
the classroom.

In high school, schools strictly monitor
the students’ behaviour and their safety; it
is almost impossible for a stranger to
enter the school campus. On campus
smoking, drinking alcohol or taking drugs
are also prohibited in high school.

A discipline order in high school is strictly
controlled, and with systematic rule
violations students can be expelled.
Though, students in high school usually
set career goals, so, they need English
very much (Gamlam, 2019).

Especially in some provinces in China that
are closely connected with international
trade, such as Shanghai, English is
needed strongly (Qi, 2016). In the
curriculum for Shanghai schools, it is
indicated that young learners from 3to 5
grades take a test at the semester end,
although this is not an exam yet.

Thus, on the one hand, English is
encouraged to learn, but not imposed
(Yang, 2016). On the other hand, the
Chinese Ministry of Education, in my view,
may be concerned that the younger
generation of Chinese, knowing English,
can get any international information that
has not been processed by Chinese
censors and it may differ from the official
Chinese ideology.

The Chinese People's Press, in
collaboration with English publishing
house Pearson, has written and published
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two new series of English textbooks for
Chinese learners.

Before using these textbooks, they
underwent many tests and were
eventually recommended for teaching

and learning in China. According to these
textbooks, learners from 25 provinces and
cities of self-government are taught
Textbook series have been used in
approximately 70% of primary and
secondary schools across China.

That's why, for example, in 2021, English
authentic textbooks disappeared from
sale in the bookstores in Shanghai
because they were not officially approved
to be used by the Ministry of Education,
So, it has become very difficult to find
authentic English language textbooks for
Chinese children. It is also very difficult to
find it in online bookstores.

Most English textbooks are written or
adopted by Chinese authors. The Chinese
Ministry of Education does not allow the
use of textbooks in schools written only
by foreign authors. It is believed that
foreign authors do not know the needs of
Chinese children. In each textbook, along
with the English word, an explanation is
written in Chinese. According to the new
Curriculum, for young learners, English is
taught as a subject from two to three
hours a week in 1-3 grades, three or four
hours a week in 4-6 grades.

The main purpose of teaching English in
a primary school as it is known from
international experience is to develop
young learners' communication and skills
(Ren, 2017); to use English in everyday life
and for further study. International
English curricula focus on
communication and skills (Li, 2019), but
the Chinese Ministry of Education has
decided to expand its goals and adapt the
international English  curriculum for
Chinese young learners.

To achieve the best result in English
teaching for young learners, the Ministry
of Education in China has allowed the use
of satellite television at lessons for
educational purposes. Video can be used
at lessons for no more than 25 minutes. In
China, there is a separate channel where
special educational cartoons and
programs are demonstrated. Teachers of
English can use the channel at lessons if
the topics match the curriculum.

Unfortunately, classes for English lessons
in public schools in cities and towns are
not divided into groups. About 40
learners are taught English together (Gao,
2016). That's why in primary school in
China, class work in the classroom
predominates (Liu, 2011). In modern well-
equipped schools any multimedia can be
used, and information and
communication technologies too
(Bo,2013). Such teaching means and tools
are used in primary schools in large cities
mostly.

Experience
Ukraine

of Teaching English in

In Ukraine, English is studied (Methods,
2013) from the Ist grade, from the age of 6
according to the “New Ukrainian
School’curriculum (State Standard, 2019).
In 2017-2019, the Ministry of Education
and Science of Ukraine together with
international and national partners
implemented a number of interrelated
projects aimed at face-to-face and
distance training teachers of 100 pilot
Ukrainian schools to teach English to
young learners in a new context.

The British Council in Ukraine took care of
English teachers. 164 teachers of pilot
schools and 25 methodologists of
postgraduate pedagogical education
took part in the training events with a
total duration of 88 hours and received
certificates.
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Also, 17 master-trainers and 120 teachers-
agents of change were trained, who then
trained more than 17 thousand English
teachers in Ukraine who started teaching
first-graders in the 2018-2019 school year.
So, teaching English has got effective
preparation.

|"

“New Ukrainian School” is a curriculum
aimed at young learners’ development
(Typical educational programs, n.d,;
Savchenko, n.d.). It is necessary at English
lessons to change the types of activities:
young learners should not sit still at the
desks for at least 10-15 minutes, they
should move (Redko, 2018).

Therefore, it is important to change
lesson activities (Makar, Derkach, 2020).

Young learners remember English better
if it is presented in games, songs, rhymes,
or storytelling. At English lessons, it is
necessary to use poems, fairy tales, short
plays, games using English songs and
poems (Kavaler, n.d.).

It is a great pleasure for young learners to
recite poems. Young learners willingly
make their own '"Little dictionary books
with pictures" for new English words on
the topic. Using their own pictures, young
learners retell, describe objects, and share
emotions.

At English lessons, young learners really
should move a lot: during physical activity
with English rhymes young learners
repeat and remember new English
words. The combination of movements
and pronunciation helps them to learn
English very much (Dudyk, & Zevchenko,
2017).

Last few years, with the help of the British
Council in Ukraine, teaching English to
young learners has moved a lot in
providing a communicative approach. It
differs from previous English teaching in
primary schools (Bernatska, &
Komogorova, 2019).

Let's revise the basics of a communicative
approach to teaching English:

— active pair and group
communication first of all;

— use of visibility, authentic materials
(Kostikova et al, 2020), digital tools
(Komar, 2020; Kostikova et al, 2019;
Kostikova et al, 2021; Shevchuk, 2021);

— achieving the expected results,
feedback, and reflection.

work,

Let's analyze the basics of English lesson
organization for young learners in the first
grade in Ukraine. Some pieces of advice
are the following. Any lesson should be
communicative. A lesson lasts 35 minutes.
Children's attention is short-lived, so it is
necessary to change the activities in the
classroom every 5-7 minutes.

Children are energetic and need constant
movement. Regularly it is necessary to
change outdoor games for quiet
classroom activities. It is necessary to
Create positive motivation to learn
English. Show children that you work with
them with joy and pleasure that you are
confident and sure of their success. In
such a way children will also work with joy
and pleasure.

It is needed to develop a lesson routine.
Develop communicative skills using
active, diverse activities. However, you can
use one game at several lessons, and
children like it. Vary pair, group, and
individual activities (Voloshina, 2018).

A teacher keeps in touch with the class
and each young learner during a lesson,
using physical activities, songs, poems,
movements, so-called body language,
and emotional language (speak loudly or
softly, in different tones). Give each young
learner the opportunity to take an active
part at a lesson.

As we know children learn about the
environment by touch. Allow them to
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touch toys, flashcards, and pictures, as
well as to draw, create something
themselves.

You can use a puppet show or a mask.
Sometimes for shy children it is often
difficult to talk before other children, but
they can speak under a mask. It is very
important to evaluate young learners
verbally and only positively.

It is recommended not to teach more
than four or five new words at a lesson.
Let's remmember that the aim of teaching
English is communication, so particular
attention should be paid to speaking and
listening, developing communicative
skills. Encourage young learners to
communicate as much as possible in
English, even at the beginner level.

And finally, pair or group activities in the
classroom should be as simple as
possible, so that children can understand
them. It is necessary to give clear and
simple instructions so that children
understand what is expected of them.
Use shorter activities as children's
attention and concentration are short-
lived. And children usually lose interest in
the activity if it is too long and difficult.

DISCUSSION

As for the discussion, on the one hand,
English education in Ukraine is more in
line with international standards. At the
same time, the classroom is more
interesting and diversified. It pays more
attention to children’s learning through
games, makes them move in class, gives
full play to their subjective initiative, and
strives to improve learners’
comprehensive English ability.

On the other hand, China's English class is
strict, the learners should under the
requirements of a teacher to complete
the class assignments and homework,
although they lack interest.

But in China's English class, the learners
can master the English words more
quickly, and can also learn English
grammar faster by concentrated reading
and practice that the learners can quickly
and skillfully master the knowledge of
each lesson unit.

Although English classes in some parts of
China are not in line with international
standards and lack interest, it is the best
way under the current national
conditions of China. Because of the large
population in China, the current way is

the most reasonable to popularize
English education in a more
comprehensive way.

CONCLUSION

So, to conclude, China will become the
world leader in the number of English
learners as it is necessary for schools,
universities, careers. Now about 400
million Chinese learn English, there are
more English learners in China than
English speakers.

The English teaching method is mostly
old school, but the situation has changed.
Most Chinese insist that English is a
necessary means of bringing China closer
to the whole world.

Ukrainian teachers and learners are more
trained for the new requirements to
teach and learn English due to the British
Council in Ukraine. The communicative
approach is basically used. Ukrainian
teachers and learners have got the
definite experience to teach and learn
English successfully.

So, both countries should learn from each
other and build a better English teaching
system.
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Figure 1.
At English lessons in China

oS | . > - gt
(https://silkroadnews.org/upload/iblock/7f2/7f2f3417def47f8f6ef‘768ada2eb86c.jpg)

Figure 2.
At English lessons in Ukraine

(https://iytimg.com/Vi/xIH60kv23XY/maxresdefault.jpg)
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3MicT PekomeHpauivt €sporevicbkoi Pagu, pekomeHAAuivi BpUTAHCbKOI
Pagwm wono MoOBHOI OCBITM MOTPE6YTb HOBUMX BUMMOIM A0 SKICHOMO
BUK/IQAQHHA TA BWBYEHHS QHI/1IMICbKOI MOBM, PO3PO6KM HOBUX OCBITHIX
¢dopm, meToaiB TQ 3QC06IB. Y 3B'3KY 3 LM BAXK/IMBUM € BMBYEHHS 3QCan
BUKAQOQHHS QHITTIMCbKOI MOBM B KUTAi TQ YKpPQIHI.

MeTa — oKpec/inTi OCHOBM BUK/IQAAHHS QHITTIMCbKOI MOBUW B LUKO/I KUTAKO
TaQ YKpQiHW.

MeTogonoria. AHANITUYHWM MEeToA BUMKOPUCTOBYETLCS A/ AOC/IOXKEeHHS
rpouecy HQBYQHHS QHITIIVICbKOI  MOBWU; MOPIBHANBHNMN meTton
BUKOPUCTOBYETHCH AJI9 QHAI3Yy AOCBIAY BUKAQAAHHS QHI/1IIMCbKOI MOBU Y
ABOX KPAIHAX.

Pe3ynbTatn. BuKi1aaaHHS QHI/1IMCbKOI MOBW B KUTai sk HOBA peasibHICTb
MOKA3YE, WO HALIOHA/IbHA HABYQ/IbHA MpOrpamMa 3pobusia QHI/1inCcbKy
MOBYy O6GOB'I3KOBUM MpeaMeToM A1 KUTAWMCbKUX LWKiA.  Metoamka
HQBYQHHSA B KnUTai 3HQYHO BIAPI3BHAETHCSH Bid MIXKHAPOAHOI, 3axigHoi. BoHa
30CHOBAHQ HA 3ArNaM’aToBYBAHHI IHGOPMALLIl, O TAKOXK LLKO/IA 34€6i/1bLLOIO
OPIEHTOBAHA HA BMBYEHHS KUTAMCbKOI MOBU, KY/1bTYPU, iICTOPII.

TilbKn B MDKHApOAHWX Qb0 rMpUBATHMX LWKOJAX KuUTAo HABYAHHS
QHIT1IMCbKOI MOBW BeAETHCH 3Q MXKXHAPOAHUMMK CTAHAAPTAMU. MDKHAPOAHI
HQBYQ/IbHI MPOrpamMim 3 QHITTIMCbKOI MOBU 30CepeaXxeHi HaA CrifIkyBAHHI TQ
KOMYHIKQTUBHUX HABWYKAX. 18 BWBYEHHS QHITIIMCbKOI MOBM B TAKMX
LLIKO/IOX BUKOPMCTOBYETbCS OGPUTAHCbKA Q60 AMEPUKAHCbKA MoAeslb
HQOBYQHHS, 3ACHOBAHQA HQA Cri/IKYBAHHI TAQ O6GroBOPEHHI HABYA/IbHOMO
maTepiany Ta HOBOI [IHopmaALi, Q He HA 3QydyBAHHI. 3rigHO 3 HOBWM
HQBYQ/IbHUM M7IQHOM Yy KuTai 47189 MOJIOALMNX LLUKOMSPIB QHITTIMCbKA MOBQ
BUKIQAQETbCS K MPeaMET ABI-TPW roavHM HA TbKkaeHb y 1-3 Kaacax, Tpu-
YOTUPK TFOAMHWN HQA TWMXKAEHb y 4-6 kKkaacax. [1poTe, KUTAUCbKUKI ypPSa
BUPILLINB agQnNTyBATU MIKHAPOAHMIA HABYAIbHWUW M/1QH 3 QHI/TIMCbKOI MOBM
A719 KUTAQUCbKMX LLKO/ISIPIB, 4OMOBHUBLLM MO0 HALIIOHAIbHUMM LITISMMU.

LocBig BUKAQAAHHS QHITTIMCbKOI MOBM B YKPQIiHI MOKA3YE, O QHITTINCbKA
MOBQ BMBYQETbCH 3 1 K/AACY, 3 6 POKIB, 30 MNporpamor «HoBa yKpaiHCbKA
wkona». bBbputaHcbka Paaa B YKpaQiHi goknana 6arato  3ycusib A8
HQBYQHHS QHI71IMCbKOI MOBW. BoHa npoBoamsia B YKPQIHI CUCTEMHY
nepenigrotoBKy BYUTE/IB QHIJIIVICbKOI MOoBW. BUWKIQAOQHHS QHI/1iIVICbKOI
MOBUW O719 MOJIOALUMX LUKOMFPIB 3HAYHO 3MIHW/IOCS HA Kpalje A7
3a6e3re4yeHHsI KOMYHIKQTUBHOIO rigxody. Ha ypokax QHr/1incbkKoi MoBu
LLIKOIAPI BUBYQIOTD i Yepe3 Cri/IkyBAHHS, 30 4OMOMOIroK MQAJIFOHKIB, MiCEHD,
BipLLIB, KO30K, KOPOTKMX M'EC, Yepes irpu 7a CBATA.

BUCHOBOK. KuTayi CTQ€E CBITOBUMM J1iAEPOM 3Q KI/fIbKICTIO OXO4YMX BUBYQATH
QHIIMICbKY MOBY, OCKIZIbKW MOBQ HeobxigHA AO/19 WK/, YHIBEPCUTETIB,
rnogasnbLioi kap'epu. 3apa3 67im3bko 400 MIiSIBUOHIB KUTAWLIIB BUBYAKOTH
QHIIIMICbKY MOBY, Yy Kutai 6inblue TuX, XTO BMBYAE QHIJIIMCbKY, HDK
QHITIOMOBHMX HOCIIB. MeTtoa BWMKAQAOQHHS QHIIIMCbKOI MOBUK MEPEBAXKHO
TOQANLIVIHWUI, Q1€ CUTYALIS 3MIHIOETLCSA. BIfIbLLICTE KUTAVLIB BBAXKAKOTh, LLO
QHITIIVMCbKAQ MOBQ € HeobXigHWM 3acobom ansa HAbmkeHHS Kutaro Ao
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BCbOro CBITY. YKPQiHCbKI BYMTEs TA YYHIi 6Gifbll MigroTOB/IEHI 4O HOBMX
BUMOI BUK/AQAQHHS TA BUBYEHHS QHIT1IMCbKOI MOBM 3ABASKN CMPUSHHIO
BputaHcbkoi Pagm B YKpaQiHi. OCHOBHWM MiAXO4OM Yy HABYQHHI €
KOMYHIKQTUBHUWM. YKPQIHCbKI BYUTENl TA YYHI BXE MAKTb MNeBHUM
MO3UTUBHMI AOCBIA A9 YCLHOMO BUKAQAAHHS TA BUBYEHHS AHI/1iIMCbKOI
MOBMW.

KNTIOYOBI CJIOBA: BukIQAAQHHS, HABYAHHS, QHI/IIMCbKA MOBQ, Kutau, YKpaiHaq,
LLUKOIAP.
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